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Personal Profile
Having graduated from the JJ School of Art in Mumbai, I started my career as a studio potter in 1981. 
I have exhibited in India in various groups and solo shows from 1982 to 1986.
I was awarded a National Scholarship for two years and on completion was invited to a solo show at India’s premier gallery, “The Jehangir Art Gallery”, in Mumbai.

Due to family commitments I took a break from working in clay and resumed again in 2005.

In 2006 I organized a Ceramic exhibition in New Delhi, India, which included the work of 25 Victorian Ceramic Group members. This involved curating the art work, compiling and designing the catalogue, planning freight and travel arrangements and transporting the artwork. The exhibition was opened by Mr. David Holly, Deputy High Commissioner of Australian in the presence of studio potters, ceramic collectors, and pioneers of Indian pottery and officials of the Australian High Commission in India.

In Nov 2010 organized another Ceramic Exhibition ‘Golden Earth’ collaboration of 20 Australian and 20 Indian Ceramic artists in New Delhi, India. Participated in a Potters Market in Kolkata and also presented a talk on Art and craft markets in Australia with an emphasis on Ceramics. 
For this exhibition the ceramic artists accompanied the exhibition to India and worked with local studio potters in sharing ideas and techniques. Workshops were organized to cross skill and the Australian artists were given a tour to meet the local potters (Kumbhar) and to observe their work practice. I was involved in the process of selecting the artwork, planning workshops and responsible for all travel arrangements.

Participated in a multimedia exhibition ‘Dance of the Hindu Gods’ at the Parliament of Victoria in Melbourne. This exhibition was a collaboration of three artists, filmmaker, painter and ceramicist. In this exhibition I displayed two murals and various sculptural forms depicting the incarnations of the Hindu god “Lord Ganesha”. 

I have worked as the Treasurer of Ceramics Victoria (CV) from 2013 to 2015; CV was the premier organization of ceramic artists in Victoria. This work involved managing the finances, organizing exhibitions and publishing a quarterly newsletter for our 200 members.

Having worked as a functional potter in India I now find my work taking a whole new direction. The wheel is still the focus of most of my work and therefore the functional aspect is always an integral part of my current sculptural work. Experimenting with different clays and stretching the boundaries contributes to my feeling of accomplishment. The pure white surface of porcelain is like a canvas and allows me to create my henna inspired designs. My work is individually hand crafted, wheel thrown, then individually etched. The shellac is then washed back to reveal a raised design. These vessels are sometimes on bases of varied clay textures. This creates a sculptural setting of the dark rough clays against the white fine porcelain clays.
In 2009, I enrolled for a Diploma of Ceramics, from the Holmesglen Institute in Melbourne, to give me an insight into current Ceramic practices and technologies and also to learn the art of curating and organizing art shows in Australia and overseas. This learning experience has enabled me to plan and organize contemporary, local and international ceramic shows.
Working from my own studio, I design and produce unique and varied art work. I also teach the craft to a multi-cultural range of students across a varied age group. While working in collaboration with the local council, I have taught at community centers to assist our community to be creative thereby contributing to the wellbeing of our society.

Nandita currently teaches beginners classes at the Saltwater Arts Studio and Intermediate and advanced level from her home studio. 

Qualifications: 

	Di  Diploma in Pottery
	Sir J.J. School of Art, Mumbai, India
	1981

	Diploma in Ceramics
	Holmesglen College of Tafe, Melbourne
	2012


Exhibitions:

	Pottery Expo - Warrandyte
	2017 March, Melbourne

	Dance of the Hindu Gods – Parliament of Victoria
	2016 August, Melbourne

	Pottery Expo - Warrandyte
	2016 February, Melbourne

	Victorians stepping up- Ceramic show of Victorians artists
	2015 July, Canberra

	Exhibition at Tacit Gallery
	2014 October, Melbourne

	Manningham Victorian Ceramic Art Award
	2013 July Melbourne

	Art in Public Places –Hobsons Bay
	2013 April Melbourne

	‘Haven’ at Herring Island- Ceramics Victoria
	2013 February Melbourne

	Graduating Student Show
	2012 December Federation Square, Melbourne

	Herring Island- Ceramics Victoria
	2012 April Melbourne

	Manningham Victorian Ceramic Art Award
	2011 April Melbourne

	 Herring Island- Ceramics Victoria 
	2011 February Melbourne

	Stonehouse Gallery- invitational student show
	2010 February Warrandyte

	‘Golden Earth’ Australian and Indian Ceramic Artists Exhibition
	2010 November, New Delhi, India  

Organised and Curated the show

	Contemporary tapestry and Ceramic Show
	2010 Walker St Gallery, Melbourne 

	Emerging artist ‘Stone house Gallery
	2010 Warrandyte, Melbourne 

	‘Oasis ‘Ceramic’s Victoria Group show 
	2010 South Yarra, Melbourne 

	“Impressed” Victorian Ceramic Group Show
	2006 March, New Delhi, India. 

Organised and Curated the show

	Solo Show at Jehangir Art Gallery, Mumbai      
	1996, Mumbai, India 

	Monsoon Art Show, Mumbai
	1995, Mumbai, India 

	Group shows in Ravissant Gallery
	1992 to 1996 New Delhi, India

	Group shows in Lalit Kala Academy
	1992 to 1996, Garhi Studio, New Delhi, India


Events:
	DIYA Project - worked with Indian care a Not for Profit Organisation.                      Participants created and painted clay lamps.


	2018 October, Melbourne

	ART in Public Places - Hobsons Bay Council

Worked with Café ‘KODAMA’ and created a range of table ware for the café.


	2017 August, Melbourne


